
 

MY AFRICA A rare and deeply personal itinerary, 

unmatched by other big tour-group organisations. 

Unique to The African Touch, MY AFRICA is a chance to explore Kenya through the eyes 
of someone who understands it intimately. Founder and Tour Guide, Karoma Kimani, 
will take you on an unforgettable journey, discovering his Kenyan upbringing. Off the 
tourist route, first-hand, raw and real – you’ll explore the best of Karoma’s childhood 
memories. Over a diverse blend of Kenya’s finest, backed with Karoma’s knowledge, 
you’ll witness; culture, wildlife, archaeology, coastline, history and so much more.  

SAMBURU REGION (Days 1-6)  

Wildlife enthusiasts prepare to be enchanted. In this special 
north-eastern region, we’ll spot many rare animals, including 
grevy’s zebra, reticulated giraffe, beisa oryx, gerenuk & Somali 
ostrich. Out and about will also be elephant, cheetah, lion and 
leopard. Birdlife variety is broad, including the Somali bee-
eater and golden-breasted starlings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next up we visit Save the Elephants (STE). Karoma grew up on 
the land of STE Founder, Iain Douglas-Hamilton, and fighting 
for the future of elephants is something he is passionate 
about. A handful of talented individuals have worked tirelessly 
since the charity began in 1993. One of the highlights you’ll 
learn about is the first behavioural study of wild African ele-
phants, conducted by Douglas-Hamilton.  

It’s time to meet the Samburu people! From north-central 
Kenya, Samburu are semi-nomadic people who mainly herd 
cattle, but also keep sheep, goats and camels. They are relat-
ed, but quite distinct from the Maasai ethnic group of South-
ern Kenya. 

Ending our time in Samburu, we’ll take a walk along the base 
of Mount Kenya and visit the Mau Mau caves. Freedom fight-
ers used to hide here during World War II. What does Mau 
Mau mean? This is a term used to describe rebellious Kenyans 
who fought for political freedom and land against British rule 

in the ‘50s. While the Mau Mau were a poorly paid, landless 
bunch of peasants – they were a fierce movement largely 
made up of Kikuyu tribe. Karoma’s tribe is Kikuyu and he has 
much respect for this activity – he’ll explain how this           
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important rebellion gave Kenyan people freedom and inde-
pendency. The Mau Mau movement was taught throughout 
Karoma’s schooling, and he is proud of what it stood for. 

We’ll now visit Ol Pejeta, a significant wildlife conservancy. 
Not for profit, Ol Pejeta works to protect and provide a sanc-
tuary for chimpanzees who have been orphaned, aban-

doned and/or rescued. Also income is generated through 
wildlife tourism and injected back into conservation and 
community development. While here we’ll venture out for 
close encounters with the chimps, elephants, wild dog, lion, 
hyena, buffalo, cheetah, rhino, and all the plains herbivores. 

NAKURU (Days 7-10) 

Ready to dig deep into Karoma’s upbringing? Born in Naku-
ru, this region is close to Karoma’s heart, he understands its 
subtle nuances, how the people tick, and what makes it so 
special to the eyes of a traveller.  

We begin by getting Krafty! A visit to Krafy ArtZ will see us 
enjoy talented works by local Kenyan artists. Stunning hand-
crafted products will be available – irresistible for trip mem-
ories, or gifts for loved ones. 

Time for some harsh Kenyan reality now. We visit a local 
orphanage and learn about how they help raise funds with 
their water purifying plant and making their own bread. 
We’ll also spend time interacting with the children and may-
be join in with some singing!  

Let’s go back in time and head to Hyrax Hill Museum. A pre-
historic site in the Rift Valley, the museum portrays the life-
style of a seasonal settlement of people at least 3,000 years 
old!  Staying with this theme, later we’ll also visit Kariandusi 
Prehistoric Site where you’ll check out prehistoric tools 
made by early humans – mostly cutting implements for 
butchering meat. Fascinating, mind-blowing history! 

Ready to visit Karoma’s hut where he grew up? Yes, still stand-
ing! We head to Olerai Farm, at Lake Naivasha, where Karoma 
will share his past - delighting you with touching recollections 
and down-right funny stories. Being a 3rd generation member 
of this farm, you’ll appreciate Karoma’s in-depth understand-
ing of life here. 

Olerai Farm was 4,000 acres when Karoma worked and lived 
here. The majority has now been sold, leaving about 200 acres 
- described as the next best thing to living in the Garden of 
Eden. Prepare to be dazzled by a farm left to go wild since 
2001. Where tractors, fertilisers and fences have been 
snubbed, allowing nature to take over. The result? A truly 
beautiful display of wildlife, intoxicating birdlife, golden yellow 
acacia forests, and buzzing lake activity.  

We’ll take a walking safari where you’ll witness zebra, giraffe, 
antelope,  colobus monkey, pelicans, storks, eagles, impala, 
gazelle, waterbuck, the list goes on. You’ll also see Karoma’s 
family hut where he grew up, and we finish this amazing day 
with lunch, shared amongst the zebras and giraffes close by. 
Today is without question, 10 out of 10! 

Next, we check out Victory School, a school supported by The 
African Touch who have assisted with classroom construction, 
and their next goal is to help with water catchment.  

NAIROBI - AMBOSELI (Day 11-13) 

It’s all about epic mountain views and elephants today! Am-
boseli is a small but elite national park in Kenya. Easy to see 
why with its staggering backdrop of Mt Kilimanjaro and signa-



ture big-tusked elephants. Water drains from Mt Kili and sur-
faces in the centre of the park, creating swamps that attract a 
vast range of animals and about 400 species of birds. Low scrub 
vegetation makes animal spotting easy, and the park is loved 
for its ability to get very close to elephants.  

TSAVO EAST (Days 14 & 15) 

One of the world’s largest (and oldest) game reserves, Tsavo 
National Park offers us a chance to spot unusual red coloured 
elephants and maneless Tsavo lions. In 1898, long before the 
national park was created, a pair of maneless male lions caused 
mayhem in the area, killing 135 railway workers. Despite thorn 
fencing, men were dragged from their tents - these lions were 
fearless!  

KILIFI (Days 16 & 17) 

From dusty elephants to palm trees - Kenyan coast it’s great to 
see you. First stop Kilifi and a walk over Kenya’s longest bridge. 
We’ll also visit Mnarani ruins, a settlement site that dates back 
to the 14th century, still standing are some tombs and the re-
mains of a mosque. 

MOMBASA (Day 18) 

We’ll overload your senses on Day 18. Expect jostling, yelling, 
wheelin ‘n dealin, and exotic smells! We visit Fort Jesus today 
too, one of the oldest European forts in Africa (built by the Por-
tuguese in 1593). Like any old building, it has changed hands a 
few times, nine in fact. It was even a prison during the British 
Colonial period. Soon after it was declared a national monu-
ment and it became a museum in 1962.  

Old Town is up next, with its eclectic mix of residents; Arab, 
Portuguese, Asian and British. As the name suggests, you’ll be 
transported back in time. Walk along narrow winding streets, 

soak up ancient architecture, visit the fish market, old Mom-
basa Harbour and ancient Mandhry Mosque. A highlight is our 
local market visits where you’ll learn about spices, tropical 
fruits and vegetables. The spice market is crazy, an evocative 
sensory overload of people and smells, intense trading and 
stall after stall of spices. Lunch here will be a fabulous tradi-
tional Swahili/Abrabic lunch. 

TIWI & DIANI BEACH (Days 19- 21) 

The votes are in! Prepare to be enchanted. Diani Beach regu-
larly takes the lead for Africa’s top beach destination. Pearl 
white beaches, azure waters, coconut trees, gentle breezes – 
just wow.  

Hidden among the coastal forest is the Colobus Cottage – an 
office, research base and info centre for the Colobus Conser-
vation Project. It also plays home to a troop of colobus mon-
keys, making it easy for behavioural studies and fun to watch. 

A fascinating guided primate tour is available.  

While here, we’ll also take a guided walk in the Kaya Kinondo 
Sacred Forest, originally home to the Digo people. We’ll learn 
about the indigenous trees and plants used for traditional 
medicine. Successful conservation efforts now see the Digo 
people live nearby, using the forest as a place of worship.   

NAIROBI (Day 22) 

It’s a quick rewind of the safari today as we head back to Nari-
bo by train. Hopefully the chance for our last game viewing as 
we pass through parts of Tsavo East & Nairobi National Park. 
Tonight we visit the iconic Carnivores restaurant - it’s the ulti-
mate 'Beast of a Feast'  A variety of meats including ostrich, 
crocodile and camel, are roasted over charcoal and carved at 
your table.  It’s the perfect way to reminisce, listen to the 
drums and enjoy the groups company for one more night. 



DATE:  25th August - 15th September, 2020 

COST:  NZ$4,100 plus US$2,700 per person twin share 

 US$250 single supplement paid in Africa 

ITINERARY - DAY TO DAY 

1-3 Samburu - game driving three days, visit Save The Elephants, Umoja tribe & Samburu tribe 

4-5 Depart in the afternoon to Bantu Mountain Rock camp 

6 Mau Mau caves walk, travel to Ol Pejeta—game driving, visit chimpanzee conservation project 

7-10 To Nakuru—Crafty Artz, Hyrax Hill, Olerai Game sanctuary for game walk,  Kariandusi Museum, Victory 
school visit & local orphanage visit 

11-13 Nairobi to Amboseli - game driving 

14-15 Tsavo East – game driving 

16-17 Kilifi - Mnarani ruins 

18 Mombasa - Fort Jesus, Old Town, Spice Market, traditional Swahili lunch 

19-21 Tiwi & Diani Beach – Colobus Conservation project, Kaya Kinondo Sacred Forest 

22 Train back to Nairobi 

WHAT’S INCLUDED 

 
• Fully escorted tour – Driver, Tour Leader, Cook and Helper 

• Mattress and Pillow 

• All camping equipment 

• All tolls and taxes whilst with the truck. 

• Breakfast, lunch & dinner whilst with the truck 

• Accommodation - Camping (13 nights), Bungalow (4 nights), Lodge/Hotel (5 nights) 

• All activities, sightseeing, National Parks, entrance fees as per itinerary 

 Entrance and game drives - Samburu National Reserve (3 nights) 

 Visiting the Samburu tribe 

 Information talk at Save The Elephants (STE) 

 Mau Mau caves walk 

 Entrance to Ol Pejeta conservancy & game drive (1 night) 

 Nakuru - Krafty Artz, Hyrax Hill Museum, local orphanage & school 

 Walking safari & lunch at Olerai –private wildlife sanctuary 

 Kariandusi Prehistoric site 

 Entrance and game drives - Amboseli National Park (2 nights) 

 Entrance and game drives - Tsavo East National Park (2 nights) 

 Mombasa city tour - Fort Jesus, Old Town, Local Spice Market, traditional Swahili lunch 

 Diani Beach - Colobus Conservation Project, Guided walk in the Kaya Kinondo Sacred forest 

 Train Mombasa to Nairobi 

NOT INCLUDED 

• Airfares, all taxes and surcharges pertaining to flights and airports, visa  

• Personal Insurance & spending 

• Any meals or services not specifically included 

• Local gratuities  

GROUP SIZE: Minimum 12, Maximum 22 


