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Handpicked Kenya 

 

Discovering rare wildlife and meeting local people – that’s what makes 
this itinerary so life-changing.  Kenya is one of the world’s greatest 
tourism destinations, known for its remarkable diversity of 
landscapes, wildlife and cultures.  From the snow–covered peaks of 
Mount Kenya - the scenery embraces mountains, forests, deserts and 
lakes.  Few places can rival Kenya for the safari experience - all of your 
African dreams covered over 14 magical days. 

KENYA is one of the world’s great tourism destinations 
known for its remarkable diversity of landscapes, wildlife 
and cultures. From the snow-covered peaks of Mount 
Kenya astride the equator, to the warm sun-kissed 
beaches, the scenery embraces mountains, forests, de-
serts and lakes. And of course a staggering abundance of 
wildlife! 

Kenya's geographic regions are as diverse as its people 
and wildlife. Two-thirds (mainly in the north and east) 
are arid semi desert composed of mainly acacia trees, 
while the south and southwest is predominantly tree-
dotted savanna. In the east a narrow fertile strip of land 
is bordered by the Indian Ocean.  

 

Lake Victoria, the world's second largest freshwater lake, 
lies to the west. Kenya has a diverse population, there 
are an estimated 42 different communities, with Bantus 
(67%) and Nilotes (30%) constituting the majority of lo-
cal residents. The arrival of Islamic traders around the 
9th century profoundly influenced Kenya's peoples and 
culture. They brought with them a religion, a language 
and the dreaded slave trade. The mixture of cultures 
gave birth to the Africa-Arab culture known as the Swa-
hili who reside mainly on the coast. 
 
Other notable peoples include pastoralist communities 
in the north, and several different communities in the 
central and western regions. The Masai culture is well 
known because of tourism, despite being a minor per-
centage of the Kenyan population. They are renowned 
for their elaborate upper body adornment and jewelry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samburu in the North eastern region is a must-visit for 
wildlife enthusiasts. Because here and only here we get 
the opportunity to spot the rare grevy's zebra, reticulat-
ed giraffe, beisa oryx, gerenuk and the somali ostrich. All 
of these unique animals are relatively common in the 
area. There’s also the opportunity to see the usual ele-
phant, cheetah, lion and leopard. There are also a wide 
variety of birdlife, including many unique species such as 
the Somali bee-eater, Somali courser, Vulturine Guin-
eafowl and the stunning Golden-breasted starlings.  

14 nights 

Nairobi-Samburu-Ol Pejeta-Nakuru-Lake Naivasha-Masasi Mara-Nairobi-Amboseli-Nairobi 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bantu_peoples
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nilotic_peoples


Here we’ll meet the Samburu tribe who are semi-
nomadic pastoralists; they herd mainly cattle but also 
keep sheep, goats and camels. 

Ol Pejeta is a 360km2 non profit wildlife conservancy. 
The Ol Pejeta Conservancy works to conserve wildlife, 
provide a sanctuary for orphaned, abandoned and res-
cued chimpanzees and to generate income through 
wildlife tourism. This income is re-invested in conser-
vation and community development. Ol Pejeta is one 
of only two wildlife conservancies in Africa to be 
awarded the honor of being listed on the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) green list of 
protected areas. 

Nakuru is the fourth largest town in Kenya, we’ll spend 
time in town looking around at the curio markets, also 
close to camp is a school we’ll visit. Nakuru National 
Park is dominated by a huge soda pan and has the larg-
est herd of black rhino in East Africa and lots of flamin-
gos feeding on the shore. 'Nakuru' means 'place of the 
waterbuck' in Swahili and these antelope abound in 
the park as well as impala, buffalo and warthog. Also in 
the park there is zebra, Rothschild giraffe, lion, leopard 
and more than 400 bird species. 

Our camp is on the picturesque shores of Lake Naivasha. 
The lake is one of the Rift Valley's fresh water lakes and is 
also home to around 300 hippos that can often be seen 
and heard from the campsite. To view the stunning bird 
life and many hippo we'll visit the nearby private game 
reserve of Crescent Island. Here we’ll wander freely on 
foot and experience at close hand East Africa's large vari-
ety of game including giraffe, gazelle, zebra and wilde-
beest. 

We’ll also visit Elsamere - the home of the late Joy Ad-
amson, who raised and released Elsa the Lioness, proba-
bly one of the most famous animal stories ever told, im-
mortalised in the book and film, 'Born Free'. The house is 
now a museum and her green lawns are surrounded by 
giant yellow Acacia trees where troops of black and 
white colobus monkey cavort.  

Our next Kenyan National Reserve is the famous Masai 
Mara, the Mara is the northern extension of the Seren-
geti Plains. Here we observe the vast range of animal and 
bird life before staying in the heart of the Reserve - dur-
ing the hours of darkness the game is at its most active 
and the sounds of the surrounding wildlife can be heard 
through the night. The ultimate attraction here is the 
annual wildebeest migration which arrives between June 
& October in search of lusher grass before heading south 
back to Serengeti.  

A colourful sight around this area is the Masai people in 
their red shukas grazing their stock, we learn more about 
this interesting tribe when we visit a local Masai village. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nomad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pastoralists


Departing from the Mara, we head towards Nairobi and 
climb the Rift Valley escarpment for spectacular views of 
this ancient ravine which stretches the length of Africa. 
The Rift Valley runs 6,000km's from the Red Sea in 
Mozambique and is up to 100km's wide in places.  

Nairobi National Park in perhaps one of the most unique 
parks in the world.  When you enter the park you can see 
the city walls in the distance as well as the downtown 
skyscrapers.  The western and northern sides of the park 
are fenced in but the southern part is completely open 
allowing all of the animals to migrate in and out of the 
park. 

Amboseli National Park our last park is a very popular 
Kenya safari reserve because of the stunning view it dis-
plays of nearby Mount Kilimanjaro. Water draining from  

Kilimanjaro surfaces in the centre of the park, creating 
swamps that attract and support a rich diversity of wild 
animals and 400 species of birds, including water birds, 
pelicans, kingfishers, crakes, hammerkops and 47 types 
of raptor. Being one of the smaller game parks in Kenya 
and dominated by low scrub vegetation, the animals 
here are easy to spot. Buffalo, zebra, giraffe, gazelle and 
other plains game are plentiful in the park and hippos 
live in the open waters and swamp channels.  The park is 
famous for being one of the best places in Africa to get 
close to free-ranging elephants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before you leave Nairobi we'll visit Kazuri beads where 
you can learn more about the organization that was set 
up to help single woman, also a great place to stock up 
on gifts. Our final night out together we’ll visit the fa-
mous Carnivores Restaurant, their specialty is meat, and 
features an all-you-can-eat meat buffet. 

DEPARTS ALL YEAR ROUND 

 

COST  

NZ$11,500 per person twin share 

NZ$1800 single supplement   

ITINERARY - DAY TO DAY 
 
1 Start Nairobi, to Samburu National Park 

2/3 Two full days Game driving in Samburu & visiting the Samburu tribe 

4/5 To Ol Pejeta Conservancy – game viewing, nature walk, visit the Chimpanzee reserve 

6 To Nakuru – visit local school, curio shopping 

7 Full day Game driving at Nakuru National Park 

8 To Naivasha – walking on a private game reserve 

9/10 To Masai Mara Game Reserve – game driving, visiting the Masai tribe (opt) hot air ballooning 

11 To Nairobi National Park – game driving 

12/13 To Amboseli National Park – game driving  

14 Nairobi  – Carnivores restaurant 



WHAT’S INCLUDED 

• Fully escorted tour – Driver/Tour Leader 

• All tolls and taxes  

• 14 nights accommodation 

 

• Samburu 

 Accommodation at Samburu game lodge (3 nights)   

 All meals 

 Entrance and game drives in Samburu NP 

 Visiting the Samburu tribe 

 Nature walk 

• Ol Pejeta Conservancy 

 Accommodation at Ol Pejeta Conservancy (2 nights)   

 All meals 

 Entrance to chimpanzee conservancy 

 Entrance to Ol Pejeta conservancy & game drive 

• Nakuru 

 Accommodation at Punda Milias Nakuru Camp (2 nights)   

 All meals excluding one lunch 

 Entrance & game drives in Nakuru NP 

 Local school visit 

• Naivasha 

 Accommodation (1 nights)   

 All meals 

 Game walk on a private wildlife sanctuary 

• Masai Mara 

 Accommodation at Masai Mara Sopa Lodge (2 nights)   

 All meals 

 Entrance & game drives in Masai Mara Reserve 

 Visiting the Masai tribe 

• Nairobi 

 Accommodation in Nairobi National Park (1 nights)   

 All meals 

 Entrance & game drives in Nairobi National Park 

• Amboseli 

 Accommodation at Kibo Camp (2 nights)   

 All meals 

 Entrance & game drives in Amboseli National Park 

• Nairobi 

 Accommodation  (1 nights)   

 All meals including final dinner at Carnivores restaurant 

 Langatta giraffe centre 

 Kazuri beads 



 
NOT INCLUDED 

• Airfares 

• All taxes and surcharges pertaining to flights and airports 

• Pre and post tour accommodation 

• Airport transfers 

• Personal Insurance 

• Personal spending 

• Visa’s or other documentation’s required   

• Any meals or services not specifically included 

• Local gratuities  

 

OPTIONAL EXTRAS - opt (In USD) 

• Hot Air Balloon over Masai Mara – $425 

• Karen Blixin’s home – $30 

• Daphne Sheldricks Animal Orphanage - $30 

 

GROUP SIZE 
Minimum 4, Maximum 8 

 

 


